[image: RMofEllice-Archie]Rural Municipality of Ellice - Archie Minutes
February 13th, 2026


The R.M. of Ellice - Archie Council met in regular session on Friday, February 13th, 2026 at the McAuley Municipal office.

Present:	
Reeve:			Barry Lowes		
Councillors:		Angelo Fouillard		Devon Gurniak
Gab Huberdeau	Marla Dyke		
		Chris Judd		Eugene Fouillard
		Monica Pethick		

CAO:			Trisha Huberdeau
		
Regrets:         			
	
			                                           	
								
Reeve Barry Lowes called the meeting to order at 9:01 am.

Foreman Report
[bookmark: _Hlk530135478]Roland: Tractor rim is at Moulson’s for repair; Schulte hitch gear boxes are fixed up and ready to go; Mulcher on Roland’s grader needs bearings changed; WTP functioning well and levels are staying steady after the previous two major repairs; Sewer lines need cleaned in the spring.

Jaret: Manifold on F250 was fixed, list of suggested other repairs provided; Hydraulic hose on skidsteer needs repaired; Joystick on Carla’s grader needed replaced and brakes have a recall under warranty; Seacans priced out to purchase for storage; Flamans mower blades on sale.

Agenda
[bookmark: _Hlk518553985]Resolution 17-26 (E. Fouillard / D. Gurniak)
[bookmark: _Hlk501020577][bookmark: _Hlk518372327][bookmark: _Hlk60925220][bookmark: _Hlk108511535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the agenda as presented.
CARRIED

Minutes
Resolution 18-26 (C. Judd / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925271][bookmark: _Hlk134616979][bookmark: _Hlk173926972][bookmark: _Hlk179453385][bookmark: _Hlk108511560]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the minutes from the Regular Meeting held January 9th, 2026.
CARRIED

Accounts
[bookmark: _Hlk518554286]Resolution 19-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925283]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council of the RM of Ellice-Archie approves the Bank Reconciliation and cheques #11634-11699 & Direct Deposits #369 - #370 totalling $354,465.21 for the month of January 2026 be passed and paid as presented.
[bookmark: _Hlk506208305]CARRIED.

Resolution 20-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk173926998][bookmark: _Hlk489532122][bookmark: _Hlk60925295]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council approves the Budgetary Control Status Report as of January 31st, 2026.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk506208336]Resolution 21-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
[bookmark: _Hlk489532134][bookmark: _Hlk60925308]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the indemnity and mileage for the Reeve and Council for the month of January 2026 be paid inclusive as the amount submitted.  
CARRIED

In Camera
No business to discuss In Camera

Delegations
No delegations scheduled

Public Hearing 
No Public Hearings scheduled. 

Unfinished Business
Resolution 22-26 (C. Judd / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to transfer the $800,000 and any applicable interest received from the Provincial Government into the MB GRO Program Reserve Fund.  
CARRIED

Resolution 23-26 (M. Pethick / M. Dyke)
WHEREAS delinquent utility accounts in arrears of 90+ days as at December 31st, 2025 were sent a warning letter with a deadline to pay by January 30th; 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council approves the following outstanding utility accounts to be added to taxes with a $10 Administrative fee for each roll number to be applied as per Water Rate By-Law #05-2020 and #04-2019. Roll Numbers #97200 ($80.30), #98400 ($430.28), #98500 ($338.27), #98600 ($77.99), #99700 ($733.53), #99300 ($529.72), #102100 ($554.31), #106200 ($736.61), #302000 ($479.14), #303000 ($1,284.38), #303300 ($718.52), #303600 ($335.26), #303900 ($1,152.58), #305700 ($598.21), #305800 ($647.35), #306200 ($1,840.06), #306900 ($344.17), #307400 ($574.11), #308200 ($701.28), #309200 ($1,152.94), #310000 ($776.77), #312200 ($1,748.99), #312500 ($585.76), #312700 ($1,368.17), #312800 ($1,664.04), #316100 ($747.02).
CARRIED

Resolution 24-26 (A. Fouillard / D. Gurniak)
WHEREAS the CAO advertised for a Contract Labour position for the Ward 3 Ditch Mowing program;  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council of the RM of Ellice – Archie authorizes the CAO to offer Kevin Carefoot Contract Labour position to complete the Ward 3 Ditch Mowing Program for 2026 with terms of employment as outlined in their Contract Labour Agreement.   
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk153455572][bookmark: _Hlk155787081]General Business
[bookmark: _Hlk218856763]Resolution 25-26 (C. Judd / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council appoints Robert Dix as the Weed Supervisor for the R.M. of Ellice-Archie for the 2026 year.
CARRIED

Resolution 26-26 (E. Fouillard / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the AMBM has confirmed their approval in the amount of $7,500 to be granted to the RM of Ellice – Archie for the 2025-2026 year to support providing municipal services in both official languages as per the terms of the Canada-Manitoba Agreement on French Language Services (ECMSF) 2023-2028;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council confirms their annual grant commitment of $7,500, as per agreement of 1:1 sponsorship with AMBM for the fiscal year 2025-2026; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the council commits to $15,000 to be utilized for providing municipal services in both official languages, including the implementation of By-Law #05-2023 adopting the Municipal Maturity Model (3M) for Bilingualism.  
CARRIED

Resolution 27-26 (D. Gurniak / M. Dyke)
[bookmark: _Hlk221877956]WHEREAS the AMBM has secured funding under its project Enhancing the Presence of French in Manitoba’s Bilingual Municipalities, pursuant to the Canada – Manitoba Agreement on French-Language Services (CMAFLS) which provides for the production and installation of priority bilingual municipal signage elements across all bilingual rural municipalities in Manitoba; 
AND WHEREAS the program is offered with a maximum contribution of $40,000 from AMBM for the period of April 1st, 2025 to March 31st, 2028, subject to a matching or greater contribution from the Recipient municipality;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to sign the Contribution Agreement Bilingual Municipal Signage Program (BMSP) with AMBM; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the council plans to budget $40,000 to be spent between April 1st, 2025 and March 31st, 2028 on Bilingual Signage.    
CARRIED

Resolution 28-26 (M. Dyke / E. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the council of the RM of Ellice – Archie received the 2024 audited financial statements from Sensus Partnerships; 
	AND WHEREAS the McAuley Water and Wastewater Utility incurred a deficit in the amount of $16,110 for the 2024 year; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council of the RM of Ellice – Archie authorizes the CAO to apply to the Public Utilities Board for permission to use Accumulated Surplus in order to recover the $16,110 deficit incurred in 2024. 
CARRIED

Resolution 29-26 (A. Fouillard / M. Dyke)
WHEREAS The Municipal Act requires the municipality to conduct tax recovery proceedings every year; 
AND WHEREAS council for the municipality deems it to be in the municipality’s best interest to hire Taxervice Inc. to manage tax arrears recovery on its behalf; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipality of Ellice – Archie hire Taxervice Inc. to manage tax arrears recovery on the municipality’s behalf for a term of 3 (three) years. 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the administrator be and is hereby authorized to sign the Taxervice Inc. Engagement Letter on behalf of the municipality. 
CARRIED

Resolution 30-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Ellice – Archie appoints Marla Dyke as council representative to the Parkland Regional Library Board for the 2026 year. 
CARRIED

Resolution 31-26 (A. Fouillard / M. Dyke)
WHEREAS in 2012 the Government of Canada passed a law identifying March 26th as the officially recognized date for Epilepsy Awareness, Bill C-278, the Purple Day Act; 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Ellice – Archie hereby acknowledges March 26th as Purple Day in support of raising awareness of epilepsy/seizure disorder. 
CARRIED

Resolution 32-26 (G. Huberdeau / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Ellice – Archie appoints Monica Pethick as council representative to the West Central Manitoba Immigration Initiative for the 2026 year. 
CARRIED

Resolution 33-26 (D. Gurniak / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to pay the 2026 levy to the Virden Veterinary Service District in the amount of $5,310.00.
CARRIED

Resolution 34-26 (C. Judd / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk189638831]BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to pay the 2026 levy to the Russel & District Veterinary Board in the amount of $2,500.00.
CARRIED

Resolution 35-26 (C. Judd / M. Pethick)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to pay the 2026 levy to the Mid-West Planning District first quarterly payment in the amount of $6,676.77.
CARRIED

Resolution 36-26 (D. Gurniak / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to pay the 2026 levy to the Border Regional Library in the amount of $13,639.50.
CARRIED



Resolution 37-26 (D. Gurniak / C. Judd)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to issue a grant in the amount of $1,500 to the Elkhorn Local Health Services Committee to fund the Satellite Clinic Services in Elkhorn for the 2026 year. 
CARRIED

Resolution 38-26 (M. Pethick / D. Gurniak)
WHEREAS the council has deemed it necessary to replace the 2018 Schulte Mower; 
AND WHEREAS the municipality has obtained several quotes and is in compliance with their Tendering and Procurement Policy; 
AND WHEREAS the municipality shall ensure this expense is reflected in the 2026 Financial Plan; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to purchase the 2026 Schulte XH1500 series 5 rotary cutter from Van L Equipment as per their estimate provided on January 29th, 2026 in the amount of $26,750.00 (after trade value) plus applicable taxes to be paid out of the RM of Ellice – Archie’s Machinery Reserve.  
CARRIED

Resolution 39-26 (M. Pethick / A. Fouillard)
	WHEREAS the council has determined the need to purchase a Tandem Semi Truck for municipal use; 
AND WHEREAS purchases in excess of $75,000 requires the municipality to provide a bid opportunity using a procurement method identified in Section 4 of the Municipal Tendering and Procurement Policy when not purchasing through the AMM Sourcewell Program; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to issue a Request for Quotations (RFQ) for the purchase of a Tandem Semi Truck. 
CARRIED

Resolution 40-26 (C. Judd / G. Huberdeau)
[bookmark: _Hlk221878093]WHEREAS the council has deemed it necessary to purchase a belly dump trailer for municipal use; 
AND WHEREAS the municipality has obtained several quotes and is in compliance with their Tendering and Procurement Policy; 
AND WHEREAS the municipality shall ensure this expense is reflected in the 2026 Financial Plan; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to purchase the 38 foot Triaxle Crossgate Trailer from Load Line Inc as per their estimate provided on January 28th, 2026 in the amount of $68,000 plus applicable taxes to be paid out of the RM of Ellice – Archie’s Machinery Reserve.  
CARRIED

Resolution 41-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk221878168]	WHEREAS the council has determined the need to purchase a Wheel Loader for municipal use; 
AND WHEREAS purchases in excess of $75,000 requires the municipality to provide a bid opportunity using a procurement method identified in Section 4 of the Municipal Tendering and Procurement Policy when not purchasing through the AMM Sourcewell Program; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to issue a Request for Quotations (RFQ) for the purchase of a Wheel Loader. 
CARRIED

Resolution 42-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
[bookmark: _Hlk221878322]BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to advertise for a Contract Labour Class 1 Driver position to complete the municipal gravel hauling for the 2026 season.  
CARRIED

By-Laws & Policies 
Resolution 43-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
[bookmark: _Hlk213918859]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives second reading with amendments to By-Law #09-2025 McAuley Public Utility Water and Sewer Rates.
CARRIED




Resolution 44-26 (A. Fouillard / C. Judd)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives third and final reading to By-Law #09-2025 McAuley Public Utility Water and Sewer Rates.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk213918837]Recorded Vote: 
For: B. Lowes, G. Huberdeau, A. Fouillard, E. Fouillard, D. Gurniak, M. Dyke, C. Judd, M. Pethick
Against: none
Abstained: none

Resolution 45-26 (E. Fouillard / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives first reading to By-Law #01-2026 Organizational By-Law.
CARRIED

Resolution 46-26 (G. Huberdeau / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk187314287]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives second reading to By-Law #02-2026 Manitoba Growth, Renewal and Opportunities (GRO) Reserve Fund By-Law.
CARRIED

Resolution 47-26 (M. Pethick / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives third and final reading to By-Law #02-2026 Manitoba Growth, Renewal and Opportunities (GRO) Reserve Fund By-Law.
CARRIED

Recorded Vote: 
For: B. Lowes, G. Huberdeau, A. Fouillard, E. Fouillard, D. Gurniak, M. Dyke, C. Judd, M. Pethick
Against: none
Abstained: none

[bookmark: _Hlk501021031][bookmark: _Hlk501020706][bookmark: _Hlk530124217][bookmark: _Hlk164253322]Citizen Complaints/Concerns 
1. Dawna Jamieson re: Wyatt Kennedy Dog - CAO presented the second formal complaint to council and the letter drafted to the dog owner. Council directed the CAO to inform the dog owner a third formal complaint shall result in a penalty fee of $250.00 as per By-Law #03-2022. 

Councillor C. Judd departed the meeting at 12:20pm.

Committee Reports
Fire Chief Reports / Incident Reports were reviewed and discussed. 
Council members presented their councillor reports

Communications
FROM	DISPOSITION
1. Russel RCMP 4th Quarter 2025 Report	NOTED & FILED
2. Manson Rink Fire Inspection Follow-up	NOTED & FILED

Councillors D. Gurniak and E. Fouillard departed the meeting at 12:55pm.

Adjournment		
[bookmark: _Hlk142482799][bookmark: _Hlk108511824][bookmark: _Hlk145580191][bookmark: _Hlk182393955][bookmark: _Hlk527025345]Resolution 48-26 (M. Pethick / G. Huberdeau)
[bookmark: _Hlk177366098][bookmark: _Hlk116460320][bookmark: _Hlk179453629][bookmark: _Hlk60925535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adjourn.  The RM of Ellice-Archie is to regular session:  Friday, March 13th, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in McAuley.
CARRIED.

Meeting adjourned at: 1:37 PM




____________________________      	_____________________________
Barry Lowes, Reeve	Trisha Huberdeau, CAO
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